
 

In 2006 the project to upgrade the lodge and improve our grooming equipment 
was launched. The renovation to the lodge involved the addition of washrooms, 
change rooms, shower, office space, and an A/V conference room. It was also 
decided to increase the size of the kitchen and add cupboards. 
 At the same time there was an investigation into the purchase of a groomer to 
answer the need for regularly groomed and safe trails. 
Before the project was launched, there were long meetings and much discussion 
on the merits of this project and its impact on the club into the future. To that 
end it should be understood that much of the improvements were implemented 
with the future direction of the club in mind. The utilization of modern A/V 
equipment was seen as a means of stimulating interest in skiing and promoting 
it’s benefits. This medium of instruction is new and exciting for our club in 
it’s effort to show people the physical and mental benefits of cross country 

skiing.  It was a watershed period, with the Olympics on the horizon the gov-
ernment was eager to assist clubs and communities develop legacy projects. 
We received fifty percent of the total cost of the proposed project, in funding 
from the BC government. Last year Burns Lake Rotary stepped forward to 
help kit out the kitchen with two stoves, a fridge, and topped up the funds  
raised by Judy Carroll through  the concession to provide an industrial dish 
washer. They also provided the funds to install a public address system and 
some additional A/V equipment in the lodge.  
Today we have a renewed lodge, second to none in the province. The vision 
was not just to have a nice building, but to provide us with an infrastructure to 
propel us into the 21st century.  
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Doug Campbell 
Omineca ski club founded in 
1927 is one of the oldest clubs 
in BC and possibly the oldest 
continually operating ski club in 
Canada. The club has managed 
to keep membership fees low 
and with the help of many vol-
unteers provide enjoyable and 
affordable recreation in this 
community.  
Increased costs  
 The cross country skiing land-
scape has changed. The public 
expectations have changed. Peo-
ple want safe and well groomed 
trails. Massive grooming equip-
ment, lit tracks, running water, 
flush toilets, heated waxing 
cabin, we have it all. We have 
improved as other clubs have 
and many times we have been 
leaders.  

Expenses 
All of these services come with  a 
significant annual price tag. Other 
clubs have increased membership  
fees while we have resisted with 
minor increases. We do not have 
the population base to sustain low 
membership fees. The woodlot 
provided a buffer for a while until 
the pine beetle took that away.  
Expenses 
Buildings/hydro/propane $6,500 
Trails/fuel/tracksetting   $11,000 
Admin/CCBCfees/woodlot/
insurance                        $13,350 
                        Total       $30,850                         
Income 
Investments               $11,000 
Memberships             $11,000 
Lodge Rent                $600 
Total                           $22,600 

Yes on the basic operating ex-
penses we are over  $8,000 
short 
Rabbits and lessons can bring in 
between $500 and $1000. How-
ever if leader training is needed 
they may lose money. The race 
team can be expensive. Last 
year the team took in $2,400 
approx. and had expenses of 
about $4,000. A few hundred 
dollars came in from race entry 
fees. The programs usually 
break even. 
 Almost all the work in the club 
is done on a volunteer basis. 
The only notable exception to 
this is the track setting, due to 
the extraordinary time and de-
mands associated with this job. 

Do we want to see the Lakes 
District celebrate the one hun-
dredth birthday of Omineca Ski 
Club in 2027 you bet we do. So 
when you see rates go up be as-
sured that you are not paying 
more and likely less than the 
going rates in neighboring 
clubs, like Bulkley Valley 
Smithers, Caledonia Prince 
George Overlander Kamloops 
even Morice Mountain Houston 

We are at a crossroads, with a 
choice, snooze and cruise along 
Insolvency Way or chart a 
course along Sustainability 
Drive. 
The facts are that we have a first 
class facility, as good as any in 
the country. We have a great 
group of volunteers and a full 
slate of programs available. 
Yes: we are running a cham-
pagne club on a beer budget. 

What to do  
Buy your membership, take part 
in the programs, encourage oth-
ers to do likewise. In short step 
forward and be proud that 
you are part of possibly the 
longest surviving ski club in 
Canada.  
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Gunter Hoehne  
The work bee was held on the 
17th of October 09 and was 
very well attended. Much was 
accomplished moving firewood, 
brushing and doing a general 
clean up.  
The culvert below the waxing 
cabin was washed out in the 
spring so it was decided to put  
a bridge over the creek. This 
work and some clearing to make 
space for parking during the BC 

cup races was completed. The 
end of the new 5k where it en-
ters the parking lot hill was 
worked on to make it smoother 
and a better corner. There are 
still some sections of trails 
needing brushing to widen. 
Many times the trail looks good 
until the snow arrives and 
weights down the branches, 
bringing them into the skiers 
path. Aidan will be operating 
the grooming equipment again 
this season with Bruce Rogers 

as a backup operator. As soon 
as there is enough snow to pack 
grooming will start. Any issues 
call Gunter 695-6560 

the dead pine to go. The level of 
harvesting after this will drop 
significantly. The woodlot has 
been our main source of reve-
nue over the past fifteen years 
or so. There is some discussion 
at the moment about the club 
acquiring the designation of a 

Ben Wilson 
The club is cleaning out some of 
the remaining mountain pine 
beetle killed trees. The T3 trail 
will be used to remove the trees, 
and the harvesting should be 
over by the end of Nov. 09. This 
will most likely be the last of 

recreation area. This would pro-
vide increased insurance cover 
and protect our trail system. 
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RACE ORGANIZATION  

TRAILS 

WOODLOT 

Feb. 20th and 21st 2010. It will be a bit like our mini Olympics. 
March 7th is the Lakes Loppet/
Family Marathon. We are ac-
tively looking for volunteers for 
many positions during the 
Championships. The club will 
be hosting an awards banquet 
and hope to use some of the 
newly acquired A/V equipment 
to stream the Olympics live. For 
info call Terri at 695-6684 or 
Becky Watts at 692-7403. 

Terri Dickson 
The schedule for this season 
starts on Dec. 12th-13th with a 
level two officials course. Fri. 
eve and Sat. The Omineca 
Sprint Challenge will be on Sat. 
Dec. 13th 11am. Feb. 7th 
Omineca Open.        The club 
has stepped forth this season to 
host the  BC Championships, 



For athletes of varying abilities 
wishing to follow a structured 
program, and will receive year 
round coaching and race sup-
port. 
Fees are in addition to mem-
bership. 
The program is based on the 
Sports Canada Athlete Develop-
ment model. Training will take 

Chris Paulson 
This  program is designed to 
introduce skiers to racing. The 
program is divided into three 
squads. Blue, Green and Red. 
Blue  6  to  14yrs 
Sept. to Mar.  $75.00 
Emphasis on technique and 
training skills. 
Green  14+ yrs (plus masters) 
Sept. to Mar.  $75.00 
For fitness and skill improve-
ment. Competition encouraged. 
Training sessions for both 
groups will be 2 to 3 times 
weekly.  
Red  14+ yrs (plus Masters) 
April to Mar.  $300.00 

place each Tue and Thur 
evenings at 4pm.LDSS 
track. When there is 
enough snow to pack a 
trail at the club training 
will take place at the 
club. Come out and re-
ceive great instruction in 
a friendly and non pres-
sure environment. Par-

ents can join their children at 
the sessions by signing up for 
the green or red squads. Great 
way to pick up some useful tips 
on technique improvement.  For 
information on how to join the 
team, meeting times, etc. Call 
Chris Paulson  at 692—0248 or 
Rachelle VanZantan at 695– 
6548   

 

  Shirley Evans 
In an effort to close the gap between income and 
expenditures the club has marginally raised the fees 
for this season. 
Woodlot income has all but dried up and there is 
no longer funds available to subsidize programs or 
fees.  
It might be of interest for members to compare fees 
charged by neighboring clubs, keeping in mind that 
our facilities are in most aspects better. 
 
Smithers                                                                                                    
  Adults  $120.00 
  Family  $270.00 
Prince George  
  Adults  $150.00 
  Family $285.00 
Burns Lake 
  Adults  $80.00 
  Family $160.00 
The Burns Lk rates include this seasons increase in 
fees of $20 for adults and $40 for family. 

We had a drop of twenty in memberships last year. 
The particularly cold year may have had an effect on 
people coming out, if you pay attention to the long 
range forecast this one promises to be milder. The 
magic number for last year was 300 members. 
 
Memberships for 2009/2010 
 
Family    $160.00 
Adult (19yrs up)  $  80.00 
Youth (9yrs to 18yrs)   $  60.00 
Child  (8yrs and under  $  40.00 
Senior (60yrs up)  $  70.00 
Day visitors remain at $10.00 deposited in the drop 
box at the waxing cabin with a signed waiver. 
Membership forms and waivers are available at the 
web site www.ominecaskiclub.com and at Hometown  
Sports. Cheques can be made payable to Omineca Ski 
Club and mailed to Box 1008 Burns Lake BC V0J 
1E0. 
Any questions please call Shirley Evans  at  
695—6386.  


